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For Immediate Release
Lee Wise Named President of W.S. Darley & Co.
Paul C. Darley Continues as CEO and Chairman, Ensuring Strong Leadership, Continuity and Seamless Transition 

Itasca, IL , December 31, 2025 – W.S. Darley & Co., a leading provider of firefighting, emergency, and defense equipment, is proud to announce a decade-long succession plan with the appointment of Lee Wise as its new President effective January 1, 2026. Lee Wise succeeds Paul C. Darley, who has served in the role for 30 years. Lee will continue to report to Paul in his on-going roles as Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of the Board, guiding the company’s strategic vision and long-term growth.

Lee currently serves as the Chief Financial Officer for Darley. His promotion to President marks a significant milestone in the company’s storied history, as the first non-family member to assume this role in 118 years. Recognized for his extensive industry experience at Rockwell-Collins and Brunswick and steadfast alignment with the company’s core values, Lee has earned the full support of the Darley Board, management team, and the entire family. 

“Our succession plan has been in progress for over a decade. Lee brings the perfect blend of corporate and defense experience, coupled with a passion for driving growth. His leadership style and ethical approach align perfectly with our professional family culture,” said Paul Darley. “He has demonstrated an unwavering commitment to our mission and to the communities we serve. The Darley family, most notably our fourth generation, stands united behind Lee as he steps into this important role.”

Audrey Darley Welch, Vice President of Defense Supply Chain added, “All fourth-generation family members working in the business are fully united in our support of Lee. His outside perspective and proven leadership will play a critical role as we continue to professionalize the organization and pursue our next phase of growth. We look forward to learning from Lee and working together to advance the legacy our family has built over generations.”

“I am honored to step into the role of President at Darley, and deeply grateful for the trust placed in me by our Board of Directors, shareholders, and colleagues. Their confidence inspires me, and I am committed to honoring our values and driving meaningful progress together,” comments Lee.

As President, Lee will oversee daily operations, drive innovation, and continue to strengthen relationships with customers, partners, and employees. His appointment ensures that Darley remains at the forefront of the industry, delivering excellence and reliability to those who depend on its products and services. Lee resides in Lincolnshire, IL with his wife, Nicole, and their three children. For more details, visit our Inside Darley video series. 
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About W.S. Darley & Co.
Founded in 1908, W.S. Darley & Co. is a family-owned business providing innovative solutions for first responders and military organizations worldwide. With sales more than $1.3 billion, the company’s comprehensive product offerings include firefighting pumps, apparatus, equipment, and drones, all designed to meet the rigorous demands of its customers around the globe. Learn more on our websites: www.darley.com and shop.darley.com.


For more information, please contact:  
 
Matthew Wells 
Marketing Communications Specialist
matthewwells@darley.com




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.png
ZD

Darley

Corporate Headquarters
325 Spring Lake Drive « Itasca, IL 60143 + USA
630-735-3500 + www.darley.com




image4.png
You Serve Others. We Serve You.™




