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Technical Bulletin on PTO Mounted Fire Pump Drivelines 

1202520 

FEB, 25 2016 
 

Great care must be taken in the layout of pump drivelines.  Interference and driveline 
vibration must be considered.  An experienced installer with knowledge of driveline 
considerations, proper layout and recommended guidelines should be utilized as well as 
proper CAD systems for driveline layouts.  Installation of the driveline should not occur until 
a proper analysis is performed by either a qualified driveline specialist or W.S. 
Darley.  W.S. Darley utilizes, can distribute and can train qualified individuals to use the 
Allison Multiple Joint Driveline Analysis program. 
 
 W.S. Darley requires that Power Take Off (PTO) driven pumps have at most 500 radians 
per second2 torsional vibration and at most 1000 radians per second2 inertial drive torsional 
vibration, as calculated by the Allison Multiple Joint Driveline Analysis program, for a 
completed driveline installation.  A completed driveline installation includes the entire multi-
driveshaft assembly from the power source of the PTO output flange to the input flange of 
the PTO driven pump. 
 
Failure to design and analyze a proper driveline layout could result in severe injury and 
damage to equipment, including but not limited to: the water pump, the water pump 
transmission, drive tubes, hanger bearings, u-joint crosses, gears, the rear differential, and 
the main truck transmission. 

 
Questions can also be directed to our Customer Service Department at 

800-634-7812 or 715-726-2650. 
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PTO PUMP SHIFTING PROCEDURE 
required when the chassis transmission is in neutral and the parking brake is engaged, and 
“Throttle Ready” indication for this condition is not required. 

16.10.10.4 An interlock system shall be provided to prevent advancement of the engine 
speed at the pump operator’s panel unless the apparatus has “Throttle Ready” indication. 

16.10.10.5 Loss of power to the interlock system in 16.10.10.4 shall return the engine 
speed to idle and prevent advancement from the pump operator’s panel. 

16.10.11 Pump Operator’s Panel Engine Speed Advancement – Manual 
Transmission.

16.10.11.1 An engine speed control shall be provided at the pump operator’s panel. 

16.10.11.2 A “Throttle Ready” indicator that lights when the pump is in the “OK to 
Pump” mode shall be provided on the pump operator’s panel. 

16.10.11.3* The “Throttle Ready” indicator at the pump operator’s panel shall be 
permitted to light when the parking brake is engaged.   

A.16.10.11.3 Engine speed advancement control at the operator’s panel might be 
required for apparatus with the need to control the engine speed for operation of a 
generator, aerial device, alternator, or other chassis engine-driven device.  The indicating 
device for this “Throttle Ready” condition is the same indicating device as in 16.10.11.2. 

 Other apparatus may not have equipment for which there is a need to control 
engine speed from the pump operator’s panel.  Engine speed control at the pump 
operator’s panel for these apparatus may not be desirable since, on many chassis engines, 
activating remote throttle operation will automatically disable the in-cab accelerator pedal.  
For such apparatus, engine speed advancement control at the pump operator’s panel is not 
required when the chassis transmission is in neutral and the parking brake is engaged, and 
“Throttle Ready” indication for this condition is not required. 

16.10.11.4 Loss of power to the interlock system in 16.10.11.3 shall return the engine 
speed to idle and prevent advancement from the pump operator’s panel.   

16.10.12 If a pump shift manual override device is provided the “Pump Engaged”, “OK 
to Pump”, and “Throttle Ready” indicators and the pump operator’s panel engine speed 
advancement interlock system shall be operationally functional when the manual override 
device is used to shift the pump. 

16.10.13 Pump Operator’s Panel Engine Speed Advancement – Automatic 
Transmission.

16.10.13.1 With parallel/series centrifugal pumps, the control positions for parallel 
operation (volume) and series operation (pressure) shall be indicated. 

16.10.13.2 The control for changing the pump from series to parallel, and vice versa, 
shall be operable at the pump operator’s position. 
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TABLE NO. 1
NFPA 1901 TEST

TEST Recom- Min. Min. Min. Net Disch. Suction

No. GPM mended Nozzle Disch. Pump Lines Hose

Nozzles Press. PSI Press. PSI Press. PSI

1 250 (1), 1” 72 143 150

2 175 (1), 7/8” 62 194 200

3 125 (1), 3/4” 56 244 250

4 250 (1), 1” 72 158 165

1 350 (1), 1-1/4” 58 144 150

2 245 (1), 1” 69 195 200

3 175 (1), 7/8” 62 245 250

4 350 (1), 1-1/4” 58 159 165

1 500 (1), 1-1/2" 57 143 150 (1), 50'

2 350 (1), 1-1/4" 58 194 200

3 250 (1), 1" 72 245 250

4 500 (1), 1-1/2" 57 158 165

(1), 1-3/4" 

or
68

 (2), 1-1/4" 66

2 525 (1), 1-1/2" 62 193 200 or 

3 375 (1), 1-1/4" 66 244 250 (2), 100'

(1), 1-3/4" 

or
68

 (2), 1-1/4" 66

(1), 2"        

or
71

 (2), 1-1/2" 57

(1), 1-3/4" 

or
60

 (2), 1-1/4" 58

3 500 (1), 1-1/2" 57 244 250 (3), 100'

(1), 2"        

or
71

 (2), 1-1/2" 57

Class A

20' of 5"

750 GPM Fire Pump

1000 GPM Fire Pump

4 1000 157 165 Siamesed

Min. discharge pressures listed above are for pumps operating with full 10’ static suction lift.  These 

pressures must be increased by 1 PSI for each 2.3 ft. less than 10’ of lift.

500 GPM Fire Pump

1 1000 142 150 (2), 50'

250 GPM Fire Pump

(1), 50' 20’ of 3”

350 GPM Fire Pump

(1), 50' 20’ of 4”

4 750 157 165 Siamesed

1 750 142 150 (2), 50'

20' of 4-1/2"

20' of 4"

2 700 193 200 or 
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TABLE NO. 1
NFPA 1901 TEST

TEST Recom- Min. Min. Min. Net Disch. Suction

No. GPM mended Nozzle Disch. Pump Lines Hose

Nozzles Press. PSI Press. PSI Press. PSI

(1), 2-1/4" 

or 
69

(2), 1-1/2" 88

(1), 2"        

or
55

 (2), 1-3/8" 61

3 625 (1), 1-1/2" 88 245 250 (3), 100'

2-1/4"        

or
69

(2), 1-1/2" 88

Siamesed

(2), 1-3/4” 

or
68

(3), 1-1/2” 57

(1), 2”       or 78

(2), 1-1/2” 62

(1), 1-3/4” 

or 
68

(3), 100’ 

and
or

(2), 1-1/4” 66 (1), 50’ (2) 20’ of

(2), 1-3/4” 

or
68

(3), 1-1/2” 57

Class A

Siamesed 6” Max

Min. discharge pressures listed above are for pumps operating with full 10’ static suction lift.  These 

pressures must be increased by 1 PSI for each 2.3 ft. less than 10’ of lift.

3 750 245 250

4 1500 157 165

2 1050 194 200

20' of 6"

or 6” Min

1250 GPM Fire Pump

143 150 (3), 50'

1500 GPM Fire Pump

1 1500 142 150 (3), 50’ 20’ of

4 1250 158 165
and         

(1), 50'

2 875 194 200 or 

1 1250
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TABLE NO. 1
NFPA 1901 TEST

TEST Recom- Min. Min. Min. Net Disch. Suction

No. GPM mended Nozzle Disch. Pump Lines Hose

Nozzles Press. PSI Press. PSI Press. PSI

(2), 2”       or 55

(3), 1-1/2” 76

(2), 1-5/8” 

or
61

(2), 1-1/2” 

or
84

(3), 1-1/4” 79

(1), 2”       or 55

(2), 1-3/8” 61

(2), 2”        

or 
55

(3), 1-1/2” 76

(2), 2”        

or
71

(4), 1-1/2” 57

(2), 1-3/4” 

or
60

(3), 1-1/2” 49

(1), 2”        

or
71

(2), 1-1/2” 57

(2), 2”        

or
71

(4), 1-1/2” 57

1 2250 (2), 2-1/4”  56 144 150
(2 Groups)  

(3), 100’

2 1575 (2), 1-3/4” 76 196 200 Siamesed

3 1125 (2), 1-1/2” 72 246 250

4 2250 (2), 2-1/4” 56 153 165

 

4

Class A

2 1400 199 200 or

(2) 20’ of 6”

(4), 50’1 2000 147 150

4 2000 163 165

3 1000

Min. discharge pressures listed above are for pumps operating with full 10’ static suction lift.  These 

pressures must be increased by 1 PSI for each 2.3 ft. less than 10’ of lift.

249 250 (4), 100’

2250 GPM Fire Pump

20’ of 8”

1750 158 165

2000 GPM Fire Pump

1 1750 143 150 (4), 50’

1750 GPM Fire Pump

(2) 20’ of 6”

3 875 245 250 (4), 100’

2 1225 194 200 or
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TABLE NO. 1
NFPA 1901 TEST

TEST Recom- Min. Min. Min. Net Disch. Suction

No. GPM mended Nozzle Disch. Pump Lines Hose

Nozzles Press. PSI Press. PSI Press. PSI

1 2500 (2), 2-1/4” 69 144 150
(2 Groups) 

(3), 100’

2 1750 (2), 2” 55 195 200 Siamesed

3 1250 (2), 1-1/2” 88 246 250

4 2500 (2), 2-1/4” 69 159 165

1 3000 (2), 2-1/2” 65 146 150
(2 Groups) 

(3), 100’

2 2100 (2), 2” 78 196 200 Siamesed

3 1500 (2), 1-3/4” 68 247 250

4 3000 (2), 2-1/2” 65 161 165

1 3000 (2), 2-1/2” 65 96 100
(2 Groups) 

(3), 100’

2 2100 (2), 2” 78 146 150 Siamesed

3 1500 (2), 1-3/4” 68 197 200

1 3500
(2), 2-1/2” 

and
45 95 100

(2 Groups) 

(3), 100’

(1), 2-1/4” 44 Siamesed

2 2450 (2), 2-1/4” 67 146 150 & 

3 1750 (2), 2” 55 197 200
(2)-50’ 

Siamesed

Class A

Min. discharge pressures listed above are for pumps operating with full 10’ static suction lift.  These 

pressures must be increased by 1 PSI for each 2.3 ft. less than 10’ of lift.

(2) 20’ of 8”

2500 GPM Fire Pump

20’ of 8”

3000 GPM Fire Pump

(2) 20’ of 8”

3500 GPM Industrial Fire Pump

3000 GPM Industrial Fire Pump

(2) 20’ of 8”

IF FURTHER INFORMATION IS NEEDED, CALL W.S. DARLEY & CO. AT 

CHIPPEWA FALLS, WI. AT 800-634-7812 or 715-726-2650
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TABLE NO. 2 

DISCHARGE FROM SMOOTH BORE NOZZLE  

 Pressures measured by Pitot gage. 

 
Nozzle                                 

Pressure  1/4  3/8  1/2  5/8  3/4  7/8 1 1 1/8 1 1/4 1 3/8 1 1/2 1 5/8 1 3/4 2 2 1/4 2 1/2 

PSI         GALLONS PER MINUTE DELIVERED             

5 4 9 16 26 37 50 66 84 103 125 149 175 203 266 337 415 

6 4 10 18 28 41 55 72 92 113 137 163 192 223 292 369 455 

7 4 11 19 30 44 59 78 99 122 148 176 207 241 315 399 491 

8 5 11 21 32 47 64 84 106 131 158 188 222 257 336 427 525 

9 5 12 22 34 50 67 89 112 139 168 200 235 273 357 452 557 

10 6 13 23 36 53 71 93 118 146 177 211 248 288 376 477 587 

12 6 15 25 40 58 78 102 130 160 194 231 271 315 412 522 643 

14 7 15 27 43 63 84 110 140 173 210 249 293 340 445 564 695 

16 7 16 29 46 67 90 118 150 185 224 267 313 364 475 603 743 

18 7 17 31 49 71 95 125 159 196 237 283 332 386 504 640 788 

20 8 18 33 51 75 101 132 167 206 250 298 350 407 532 674 830 

22 8 19 34 54 79 105 139 175 216 263 313 367 427 557 707 871 

24 8 20 36 56 82 110 145 183 226 275 327 384 446 582 739 909 

26 9 21 37 59 85 115 151 191 235 286 340 400 464 606 769 947 

28 9 21 39 61 89 119 157 198 244 297 353 415 481 629 799 982 

30 10 22 40 63 92 123 162 205 253 307 365 429 498 651 826 1017 

32 10 23 41 65 95 127 167 212 261 317 377 443 514 673 854 1050 

34 11 23 43 67 98 131 172 218 269 327 389 457 530 693 880 1082 

36 11 24 44 69 100 135 177 224 277 336 400 470 546 713 905 1114 

38 11 25 45 71 103 138 182 231 285 345 411 483 561 733 930 1144 

40 11 26 46 73 106 142 187 237 292 354 422 496 575 752 954 1174 

42 11 26 47 74 109 146 192 243 299 363 432 508 589 770 978 1203 

44 12 27 49 76 111 149 196 248 306 372 442 520 603 788 1000 1231 

46 12 28 50 78 114 152 200 254 313 380 452 531 617 806 1021 1259 

48 12 28 51 80 116 156 205 259 320 388 462 543 630 824 1043 1286 

50 13 29 52 81 118 159 209 265 326 396 472 554 643 841 1065 1313 

52 13 29 53 83 121 162 213 270 333 404 481 565 656 857 1087 1339 

54 13 30 54 84 123 165 217 275 339 412 490 576 668 873 1108 1364 

56 13 30 56 86 125 168 221 280 345 419 499 586 680 889 1129 1389 

58 13 31 56 87 128 171 225 285 351 426 508 596 692 905 1149 1414 

60 14 31 57 89 130 174 229 290 357 434 517 607 704 920 1168 1437 

62 14 32 58 90 132 177 233 295 363 441 525 617 716 936 1187 1462 

64 14 32 59 92 134 180 237 299 369 448 533 627 727 951 1206 1485 

66 14 33 60 93 136 182 240 304 375 455 542 636 738 965 1224 1508 

68 14 33 60 95 138 185 244 308 381 462 550 646 750 980 1242 1531 

70 15 34 61 96 140 188 247 313 386 469 558 655 761 994 1260 1553 

72 15 34 62 97 142 191 251 318 391 475 566 665 771 1008 1278 1575 

74 15 35 63 99 144 193 254 322 397 482 574 674 782 1023 1296 1597 

76 15 35 64 100 146 196 258 326 402 488 582 683 792 1036 1313 1618 

78 15 36 65 101 148 198 261 330 407 494 589 692 803 1050 1330 1639 
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TABLE NO. 2 

DISCHARGE FROM SMOOTH BORE NOZZLE  

 Pressures measured by Pitot gage. 
Nozzle                                 

Pressur

e 
 1/4  3/8  1/2  5/8  3/4  7/8 1 1 1/8 1 1/4 1 3/8 1 1/2 1 5/8 1 3/4 2 2 1/4 2 1/2 

PSI         GALLONS PER MINUTE DELIVERED             

80 16 36 66 103 150 201 264 335 413 500 596 700 813 1063 1347 1660 

82 16 37 66 104 152 204 268 339 418 507 604 709 823 1076 1364 1681 

84 16 37 67 105 154 206 271 343 423 513 611 718 833 1089 1380 1701 

86 16 37 68 107 155 208 274 347 428 519 618 726 843 1102 1396 1721 

88 16 38 69 108 157 211 277 351 433 525 626 735 853 1115 1412 1741 

90 17 39 70 109 159 213 280 355 438 531 633 743 862 1128 1429 1761 

92 17 39 70 110 161 215 283 359 443 537 640 751 872 1140 1445 1780 

94 17 39 71 111 162 218 286 363 447 543 647 759 881 1152 1460 1800 

96 17 40 72 113 164 220 289 367 452 549 654 767 890 1164 1476 1819 

98 17 40 73 114 166 223 292 370 456 554 660 775 900 1176 1491 1838 

100 18 41 73 115 168 225 295 374 461 560 667 783 909 1189 1506 1856 

105 18 42 75 118 172 230 303 383 473 574 683 803 932 1218 1542 1902 

110 19 43 77 121 176 236 310 392 484 588 699 822 954 1247 1579 1947 

115 19 43 79 123 180 241 317 401 495 600 715 840 975 1275 1615 1991 

120 19 44 80 126 183 246 324 410 505 613 730 858 996 1303 1649 2033 

125 20 45 82 129 187 251 331 418 516 626 745 876 1016 1329 1683 2075 

130 20 46 84 131 191 256 337 427 526 638 760 893 1036 1356 1717 2116 

135 21 47 85 134 195 262 343 435 536 650 775 910 1056 1382 1750 2157 

140 21 48 87 136 198 266 350 443 546 662 789 927 1076 1407 1780 2196 

145 21 49 88 139 202 271 356 450 556 674 803 944 1095 1432 1812 2235 

150 22 50 90 141 205 275 362 458 565 686 817 960 1114 1456 1843 2273 
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TABLE NO. 3 

Approximate Discharge Flow From Different Nozzles  

At the end of Fifty Feet of Average, 2 1/2”  

Rubber Lined Fire Hose, for Various  

Pump Pressures with Discharge 

Valve Wide Open 

 PUMP  SIZE OF  NOZZLE &  GALLONS PER  MINUTE 

 PRESSURE  3/4  7/8 1 1 1/8 1 1/4 1 3/8 1 1/2 

 LBS          

 30 90 119 153 187 217 250 282 

 40 103 137 177 216 253 290 327 

 50 115 153 198 242 284 325 367 

 60 126 168 216 265 311 357 402 

 70 136 182 234 287 337 385 435 

 80 145 194 250 308 361 414 465 

 90 154 206 265 325 383 437 492 

 100 162 217 280 343 405 462 520 

 110 171 228 295 360 425 485 549 

 120 179 239 307 377 444 510 572 

 130 186 249 318 392 462 530 596 

 140 193 258 330 407 480 549 618 

 150 200 267 341 421 497 567  

 175 215 288 374 455 538   

 200 230 309 395 486    

 225 243 328 420     

 250 257 345      

This table is offered as an aide in testing pump performance where facilities for accurate measurement of 

capacity are not available.  The capacities given above are conservative, and will not vary more than 5% from 

actual capacities with any of the standard hose that might be used. 
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TABLE NO. 4 

 

Pump or Hydrant Pressure required to give  

Effective Nozzle Pressure through various  

Lengths of Rubber Lined Hose. 

 

Size of Hose 1 1 1/2 2 2 1/2 3 

Size of Nozzle 1/4 3/8 1/2 5/8 5/8 3/4 3/4 7/8 1 1 1/4 1 1/2 1 1/4 1 1/2 

Nozzle 

Press 

PSI 

Length of 

Hose  

Feet 

 

PUMP OR HYDRANT PRESSURE - PSI 

40 100 45 43 48 60 42 50 44 46 51 64 88 51 62 

  200 49 46 56 79 43 60 47 52 60 86 130 59 78 

  400 58 51 73 118 46 79 53 62 79 129 212 75 110 

  600 67 57 89 158 50 99 59 74 97 172   92 143 

  800 76 62 106 196 53 119 65 85 116 215   108 176 

  1000 85 68 122 235 56 138 72 96 134 258   124 208 

  1500 108 72 142   64 187 87 118 181     165   

  2000 130 96 204  72 226 103 151 227     205   

60 100 67 64 72 89 63 73 65 69 75 95 132 76 92 

  200 74 68 84 117 65 86 70 78 89 126 196 88 115 

  400 87 76 107 173 69 112 79 94 116 188   111 161 

  600 101 85 131 231 74 138 88 111 143 250   135 208 

  800 114 93 153   79 164 98 127 170     158   

  1000 127 101 178   83 190 107 143 197     182   

  1500 161 122 237   95 155 130 184 264         

  2000 195 142     106   153 225           

80 100 88 85 96 117 83 99 87 92 99 126 175 101 103 

  200 97 91 112 154 86 117 93 103 115 167   116 154 

  400 115 102 143 228 92 154 105 125 148 249   147   

  600 132 112 174   98 191 117 147 181     178   

  800 150 123 206   104 228 129 167 214     209   

  1000 167 134 238   110   141 191 247         

  1500 211 161     125   171 245           

  2000 254 188    140   201            

100 100 111 107 120 146 104 123 108 115 125 157   126 152 

  200 122 113 139 192 108 145 116 128 150 209   146 190 

  400 143 127 177 284 115 190 130 154 200     184   

  600 165 140 217   123 235 145 180 250     223   

  800 186 154 256   131   159 206           

  1000 208 167     138   174 232           

  1500 262 200     157   211             

  2000   234     175   253             
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TABLE NO. 5 

REACH OF FIRE STREAMS 

 
  Size of          

  Nozzle 1/4" 3/8" 1/2" 5/8" 3/4" 7/8" 1" 1-1/4" 1-1/2" 

                

          NOZZLE 

           PRESSURE     EFFECTIVE VERTICAL REACH - Feet 

  40 30 35 40 50 59 62 64 65 69  

  60 35 40 45 60 74 77 79 84 87  

  80 38 42 48 65 81 85 89 94 96  

  100 40 44 50 68 84 89 94 100 102  

                 

                 NOZZLE 

            PRESSURE    MAXIMUM VERTICAL REACH - Feet 

  40 60 65 70 75 78 79 80 80 80  

  60 70 75 85 95 105 106 108 110 110  

  80 78 83 95 105 117 125 132 140 140  

  100 80 88 100 110 122 135 145 155 155  

                       

                               NOZZLE 

          PRESSURE    EFFECTIVE HORIZONTAL REACH - Feet 

  40 20 25 30 40 44 50 55 62 66  

  60 25 32 37 50 54 61 67 75 80  

  80 28 35 40 57 62 70 76 84 88  

  100 30 37 42 60 66 76 84 93 95  

                

                                      NOZZLE 

           PRESSURE    MAXIMUM HORIZONTAL REACH - Feet 

  40 65 80 90 100 108 120 125 138 140  

  60 80 95 95 120 127 142 156 176 183  

  80 90 105 105 135 143 160 175 201 210  

  100 95 110 110 140 153 180 205 215 223  
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TABLE NO. 6 

Friction Loss in Fire Hose 
Loss in PSI per 100 Feet of Hose 

         
  SIZE   HOSE LINEN HOSE   BEST RUBER LINED 

HOSE 

    

  G.P.M. 1 1/2 2 2 1/2  3/4 1     1 1/2 2     2 1/2 3     3 1/2 (2)-2 1/2  

  10 1.0   13.5 3.5 0.5 .1      

  15 2.2   29.0 7.2 1.0 0.3      

  20 3.6   50.0 12.3 1.7 0.4      

  25 5.5   75.0 18.5 2.6 0.6      

  30 8.0 1.9  105.0 26.0 3.6 0.9      

  40 13.0 3.2  180.0 44.0 6.1 1.5      

  50 20.0 4.9 1.6  67.0 9.3 2.3      

  60 28.0 7.0 2.2  96.0 13.5 3.3      

  70 37.0 9.0 3.1  131.0 17.0 4..3      

  80 47.0 11.5 3.8  171.0 23.0 5.6      

  90 59.0 14.5 5.0  217.0 29.0 7.0      

  100 72.0 17.5 5.9  268.0 33.0 8.4      

  120  25.0 8.3  386.0 47.0 11.7      

  140  34.0 11.0    62.0 16.0 5.2 2.0 0.9 1.4  

  160  43.0 14.0   78.0 20.0 6.6 2.6 1.2 1.9  

  180  53.0 17.7   97.0 25.0 8.3 3.2 1.5 2.3  

  200  63.0 21.5   121.0 30.6 10.1 3.9 1.8 2.8  

  220      146.0  12.0 4.6 2.1 3.3  

  240      173.0  14.1 5.4 2.5 3.9  

  260      204.0  16.4 6.3 2.9 4.5  

  280      237.0  18.7 7.2 3.3 5.2  

  300      272.0  21.2 8.2 3.7 5.9  

  320        23.8 9.3 4.2 6.6  

  340        26.9 10.5 4.7 7.4  

  360        30.0 11.5 5.2 8.3  

  380        33.0 12.8 5.8 9.2  

  400        36.2 14.1 6.3 10.1  

  425        40.8 15..7 7.0 11.3  

  450        45.2 17.5 7.9 12.5  

  475        50.0 19.3 8.7 13.8  

  500        55.0 21.2 9.5 15.2  

  525         23.2 10.5 16.6  

  550         25.2 11.4 18.1  

  575         27.5 12.4 19.6  

  600         29.9 13.4 21.2  

  650         34.5 15.5 24.8  

  700         39.5 17.7 28.3  

  750         45.0 20.1 32.2  

  800         50.5 22.7 36.2  

  850         56.5 25.4 40.7  

  900         63.0 28.2 45.2  

  1000         76.5 34.3 55.0  

 

   Losses in rough walled, rubber hose may be 50% higher than values given above. 
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TABLE NO. 7 

Friction Loss in 15-year-old Steel Pipe 
Loss in PSI per 100 Feet of Pipe 

PIPE SIZE  1/8  1/4  3/8  1/2  3/4 1     1 1/4 1 1/2 2     2 1/2 3     4     6     8     

G.P.M.               

1 52.0 12.0 2.8 0.9           

2  45.0 10.0 3.2 4.0          

5   55.0 18.0 4.5 1.4 0.4        

10    64.0 16.0 5.0 1.3 0.6       

15    135.0 34.0 11.0 2.7 1.3 0.5        

20     59.0 18.0 4.7 2.2 0.8        

25     89.0 27.0 7.1 3.4 1.2        

30     125.0 39.0 10.0 4.7 1.7 0.6       

35      51.0 13.0 6.3 2.2 0.7       

40      66.0 17.0 8.0 2.9 0.9       

45      82.0 21.0 10.0 3.6 1.2       

50      99.0 26.0 12.0 4.3 1.4 0.6      

60      140.0 38.0 17.0 6.1 2.0 0.8      

70       49.0 23.0 8.0 2.7 1.1      

80       63.0 29.0 10.0 3.4 1.5      

90       78.0 36.0 13.0 4.3 1.8       

100       96.0 44.0 15.0 5.1 2.2 0.5    

125       144.0 66.0 24.0 7.8 3.3 0.8     

150        93.0 33.0 11.0 4.6 1.1     

175        125.0 44.0 15.0 6.1 1.5     

200         56.0 19.0 7.8 1.9     

250         84.0 28.0 12.0 2.9     

300         114.0 40.0 16.0 4.0 0.6   

350          53.0 22.0 5.4 0.8   

400          68.0 28.0 6.9 1.0   

450          84.0 35.0 8.6 1.2   

500          102.0 42.0 10.0 1.4 0.4 

600           60.0 15.0 2.1 0.6 

800            25.0 3.5 1 

1000            37.0 5.2 1.3 

1500             11.0 2.7 

2000             19.0 4.7 

2500             29.0 7.1 

3000              10 
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TABLE NO. 8 

Resistance of Fittings 

Equivalent Lengths of Straight Pipe - Feet 
 PIPE SIZE  1/2  3/4 1     1 1/4 1 1/2 2     2 1/2 3     4     5     6     8      

 Gate Valve 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.1 1.4 1.8 2.2 2.8 4.1 5.3 6.7 9.4  

 Global Valve 3.0 4.5 6.0 8.5 10.5 14.0 17.0 22.0 32.0 42.0 53.0 75.0  

 Angle Valve 1.4 2.0 2.7 3.8 4.8 6.3 7.9 10.5 14.5 18.5 23.0 33.0  

 Std. Elbow 1.1 1.5 2.0 2.8 3.5 4.7 5.8 7.5 11.0 14.0 18.0 24.0  

 45 Elbow 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.4 1.6 2.1 2.5 3.1 4.2 5.2 6.3 8.5  

 Long Sweep 

EI Str Run Tee 

0.5 0.8 1.0 1.4 1.7 2.3 2.8 3.7 5.3 7.0 9.0 12.5  

 Std. Tee Thru 

Side Outlet 

2.1 2.9 3.9 5.5 6.9 9.1 11.6 14.8 21.0 27.0 34.0 49.0  

 SuddenEnlarg

or contraction 

1.8 2.5 3.2 4.2 5.0 6.5 7.5 9.5 13.0 16.0 19.0 25.0  

 Entrance to 

Pipe 

1.0 1.3 1.6 2.2 2.6 3.3 3.9 4.9 6.5 8.2 10.0 13.0  

 

 

TABLE NO. 9 

To Convert Pounds per Square Inch to  

Feet Elevation of Water 

 

2.308ft head = 1.0 psi 

1ft head = .433psi 
Feet 5     10     15     20     25     30     35     40     45     50     60     70     80     90     

Pounds 2.2 4.3 6.5 8.7 11 13 15 17 20 22 26 30 35 39 

Feet 100 120 130 140 150 160 170 180 190 200 220 240 260 280 

Pounds 43 52 56 61 65 69 74 78 82 87 95 104 113 121 

Feet 300 320 340 360 380 400 425 450 475 500 525 550 600 700 

Pounds 130 139 147 156 165 173 184 195 206 217 227 238 260 303 

 

 

 

 

Table NO. 10 

American National Fire Hose Connection Screw Thread - NH 
Size of Hose 4-Mar 1 1 1/2 2 1/2 3 3 1/2 4 4 1/2 5 6 8 

Thr’ds per inch 8 8 9 7.5 6 6 4 4 4 4 4 

Thread 

Designation 

0.75-8 

NH 
1-8 NH 

1.5-9 

NH 

2.5-7.5 

NH 
3-6 NH 3.5-6 NH 4-4 NH 4.5-4 NH 

5-4 

NH 
6-4 NH 

8-4 

NH 

Max. O.D. Male 1.375 1.375 1.99 3.0686 3.6239 4.2439 5.0109 5.7609 6.26 7.025 9.05 

Ref. NFPA 1963 

Underwriters Nozzle Tip Thread:  2.1875 O.D. - 12 threads per inch. 

 

 

 

 

 

IF FURTHER INFORMATION IS NEEDED, CALL W.S. DARLEY & CO. AT 

CHIPPEWA FALLS, WI. AT 800-634-7812 or 715-726-2650 
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W.S. DARLEY & CO. 

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS - ELECTRIC PRIMING PUMP 

The Darley electric primer will develop up to 25 in. Hg. in an air tight pumping system. 

The Primer is activated by a combination spring return on-off valve and electric switch.  Pulling the  valve 

out opens the valve and closes the electrical circuit to start the motor. 

 Before the pump can be primed, booster line valves, drain valves, cooling line valve, and all other 

openings into the pump must be closed and absolutely air tight.  The discharge side of the pump is 

sealed by a check valve, therefore the main discharge valves need not be closed. 

When operating from draft, suction hose connections must be tight and free of air leaks. 

Make certain the suction hose strainer is properly submerged and free of foreign material. 

The main pump drive should remain disengaged until priming is complete to prevent possible damage to 

impeller seal rings by running “dry”. 

Pull the primer shutoff valve all the way out to start priming and hold open until water discharges from 

primer pump exhaust port.  Push valve all the way in to shut off primer motor and seal tight. 

CAUTION:  FOR PRIMING UP TO 10’ OF LIFT: 
    If water does not discharge from the primer exhaust 

within about 30 seconds (45 seconds with 2 – 20’ 

lengths of hose) stop the primer pump, check for air 

leaks and make sure primer pump is receiving lubricant 

from its reservoir, if one is present.  MAX PRIMER 

OPERATION TIME = 90 seconds every 5 minutes. DO 

NOT EXCEED 90 SECONDS OF PRIMER OPERATION. 

CAUTION:  FOR PRIMING 10’ OF LIFT AND HIGHER: 

    If water does not discharge from the primer exhaust 

within 90 seconds stop the primer pump, check for air 

leaks and make sure primer pump is receiving lubricant 

from its reservoir, if one is present.  DO NOT EXCEED 

90 SECONDS OF PRIMER OPERATION. 

CAUTION:  The primer pump and motor will begin to generate heat as 

soon as operation begins.  Extended run times (up to 90 

seconds) and repeating priming cycles consecutively or 

within short time periods may lead to premature failure 

of the primer pump assembly:  such failures include but 

are not limited to: overheating of the motor, seizure of 

the rotor, and cracking of primer vanes.  To avoid this, 

after your first priming attempt, thoroughly inspect the 

pump system for air leaks, check that the primer is 
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receiving lubricant from its reservoir if such is present, 

and resolve the issue before attempting re-prime. 

 

Engage “Pump” shift to start pumping water. 

When pumping from hydrants, the primer is not needed and must be kept closed. 

It may be necessary to use the primer momentarily when pumping from a booster tank when the suction 

head is insufficient to force all the air out of the pump. 

LUBRICATING SYSTEM - ELECTRIC PRIMING PUMP S WITH FLUID RESERVOIR 

The electric motor rotary van primer pump creates a high vacuum by continuous lubrication of rotor and 

 vanes. Therefore the primer lubricant supply tanks (4 quarts) should be kept full at all times.  

Recommended primer system lubricant is Darley PRIME GREEN.  PRIME GREEN is an 

environmentally safe, non-toxic, biodegradable lubricant.  Its use assures proper primer vane 

lubricant while minimizing environmental effects. 

After the main pump is drained, run the primer motor to drain primer lines and re-lubricate the primer 

pump. 

The vent hole on the lubricant tank cap should be kept open at all times to prevent siphoning lubricant 

from the tank after the pump is stopped.  Do not increase the size of the hole. 

Locate the lubricant tank where it may be conveniently inspected and filled. 

 Should water appear in the lubricant supply tank, the primer valve is leaking.  Check and replace 

valve plug seal o-ring if necessary. 

 

 

ELECTRIC PRIMING PUMP S WITHOUT FLUID RESERVOIR 

The fluidless electric-motor rotary-vane primer pump creates a high vacuum by using a special material 

for the vanes and an initial factory applied lubricant film.  This film must be present in order for the 

primer to operate properly and to provide maximum life for the primer components. 

This film should not wash away completely if the pump is used to pump clean water.  If the priming 

pump is disassembled for any reason, all internal surfaces of the housing and end caps must be 

cleaned and coated completely with Dow Corning #111 Silicone valve lubricant prior to operating 

the primer.  If a degradation of performance is noticed, performance may be restored by re-applying 

the film in this manner. It is recommended to service the primer annually to clean and re-apply the 

silicone film to the inside of the primer housing and end caps. Do not apply grease to the rotor slots, 

or the sides of the vanes. 

After the main pump is drained, run the primer motor to drain primer lines. 
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